Status Indian Infant Mortality by Health Regions

British Columbia, 1991-1999

Regional Analysis of Health Statistics for Status Indians in British Columbia, 1991-1999, Birth Related and Mortality Summaries, British Columbia and Health Regions presents health status indicators for the Status Indian population who were resident in the province, with comparisons to all other B.C. residents.  Birth and death information was extracted from the British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency’s statistical database.  Two other databases were used to identify Status Indians: the Indian Status Verification File of First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada, and the British Columbia Medical Services Plan.  Using an extensive computer matching process, a birth or death was considered to be a Status Indian event if the individual was identified in any of the three sources.  This definition of a Status Indian is not equivalent to broader terms such as Aboriginal or First Nations people.

Between 1991 and 1999, there were 286 Status Indian infant deaths (age at death under one year old) out of the 2,135 infant deaths in the province.  Almost one out of every seven infant deaths was a Status Indian baby.  The graph below provides infant mortality rates by health region (HR) for Status Indians and other B.C. residents.  Seven health regions had higher Status Indian infant mortality rates than the province.  These areas, in decreasing order, were HR 11 Upper Island/Central Coast, 10 Central Vancouver Island, 19 Richmond, 16 Vancouver, 02 West Kootenay-Boundary, 20 Capital, and 06 Fraser Valley.  HR 05 Thompson was the only area where the Status Indian infant mortality rate was lower than the infant mortality rate for other residents.
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