Information Sheet - Marriage Commissioners in British Columbia

Marriage Commissioners in British Columbia are private citizens appointed under the Marriage Act to perform civil marriage ceremonies, collect legislated fees and register a marriage with the Vital Statistics Agency Marriage Commissioners are not employees of the provincial government but hold an appointment under the Marriage Act and receive a statutory commission of $50 for each ceremony that they conduct.  Marriage Commissioners cannot perform a marriage ceremony without a valid marriage licence provided to them by the couple to be married prior to the marriage ceremony.
 

Please note the following important points regarding the services provided by Marriage Commissioners:

· Marriage Commissioners supply a public service provided for under the Marriage Act of British Columbia, however their services are limited to the attesting of vows and legal solemnization of a marriage and do not include those ceremony planning, coordinating or consultation services which are provided by commercial vendors.

· In British Columbia, the fee for a civil marriage ceremony is $75 plus GST.  Marriage Commissioners will ask for this fee and provide a receipt prior to the marriage ceremony to avoid interruptions before or after the ceremony.  Marriage Commissioners are entitled to be reimbursed for travel costs which include mileage to and from their homes to the ceremony or rehearsal sites and any associated transportation fares by the couple whose marriage they solemnize. 

· Marriage Commissioners are not obligated to participate in a ceremony rehearsal and should they consent to do so, are entitled to charge mileage and a fee of $25.

· A sample civil marriage ceremony is available on the Vital Statistics Agency website, www.vs.gov.bc.ca.  If you wish to write your own vows please ensure that this is acceptable to the Marriage Commissioner beforehand and that they are approved by the Marriage Commissioner a week in advance of the actual ceremony date.  Marriage Commissioners are not required to write your marriage vows but they may make alternative vows available.

· Couples are responsible for securing a location and the necessary witnesses for any ceremony including obtaining any permits or licences for the use of public or private facilities.

Should you require further information or wish to contact a Marriage Commissioner please visit the Vital Statistics Agency website, www.vs.gov.bc.ca.  If you do not have access to the web please contact the Vital Statistics Agency’s enquiry line at 250 952‑2681.  The enquiry line is open from Monday to Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.

