










Signature of Lawyer, Notary Public or
Commissioner for Taking Affidavits

STATUTORY DECLARATION

Canada:

Province of British Columbia.

To Wit:

In the Matter of}
I,

of

in the Province of British Columbia, do solemnly declare that
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I verify that all supporting documents represent current circumstances and orders in affect as of this date.

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true, and knowing that it is of the same 
force and effect as if made under oath and by virtue of the “Canada Evidence Act.”

Declared before me at 

in the Province of British Columbia,

this                  day of			            ,	   								      
Declarant’s Signature}}}

yyyy

This Statutory Declaration MUST be completed and processed if the Applicant is asking for 
 Waiver of Consent of the Other Parent. See page 5 and page 7, Request for Waiver section 

for details. Please list when last contact was made with the other parent and what attempts
                               have since been made to gain the parent’s consent to this name change. 

}

OFFICIAL 
STAMP/SEAL



        DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT A REQUEST FOR WAIVER
The following is a list of grounds on which a waiver of parental consent may be approved. Please choose the one that best applies to 

your situation and provide the requested information. 

VSA 529 2011/09/20 Pg. 7

APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE
BRITISH COLUMBIA NAME ACT

NOTE: We require all of the above information listed here. The requirements identified in this information sheet are a guide 
only and the Chief Executive Officer of the Vital Statistics Agency has the authority to ask for additional information.          



A)	The person whose consent is required is not recorded on the registration of live birth of the person whose name is  	
	 to be changed. (Section 4.6 of the Name Act).

	 If the child was born in Canada, an original parental birth certificate.

	 If the child was born outside of Canada, a certified photocopy of the child’s birth documents. If the birth documents are not in 	
	 English, you must provide a translated version from an accredited individual.


B)	The person whose consent is required cannot be located after a reasonable, diligent and adequate search has been 	
	 conducted as demonstrated by the statutory declaration and supporting evidence maintained in the change of 	
	 name file. (Section 4.5(a) of the Name Act).

	 A copy of a final court order, showing you have sole custody of your child.

	 In your statutory declaration, please list the mailing address and any other contact information for the parent whose consent 	
	 is to be waived.

	 If you are unaware of the other parent’s whereabouts, please complete a CANADA 411.CA search. In the LOCATION section 	
	 put “CANADA” and submit a printout of the results.

	 In your statutory declaration, you must indicate if you receive any child support. If you are registered with the Family 		
	 Maintenance Enforcement Program (FMEP) you must include a copy of your most recent statement.

	 In your statutory declaration, you must explain all efforts you have made to contact the other parent, including contact with 	
	 relatives, email contact etc.

	 If the child, whose name is to be changed, is 12 years of age or older, they must write a brief letter in their own words 		
	 describing why they would like their name to be changed.













C)	The person whose consent is required is deceased, proven by a copy of a death certificate maintained in the 		
	 change of name file. (Section 4.6 of the Name Act).

	 A copy of the death certificate of the person whose consent is to be waived.
D)	A person whose consent is required is unreasonably withholding their consent. (Section 4(5)(b) of the Name Act).

	 A copy of a final court order, showing you have sole custody of your child.

	 In your statutory declaration, please list the mailing address and any other contact information for the parent whose consent 	
	 is to be waived.

	 In your statutory declaration you must indicate if you receive any child support, if you are registered with Family Maintenance 	
	 Enforcement Program (FMEP) you must include a copy of your most recent statement.

	 If the child, whose name is to be changed, is 12 years of age or older, they must write a brief letter in their own words 		
	 describing why they would like their name to be changed.








E)	A person whose consent is required is mentally disordered, as demonstrated by statutory declaration and 
supporting evidence. (Section 4.5(a) of the Name Act).

	 A copy of a final court order, showing you have sole custody of your child.

	 A letter from a physician/court order stating the person whose consent is to be waived is incapable of understanding what 	
	 they would be signing.





F)	Exceptional circumstances make it unreasonable to seek the consent of the required individual. (Section 4(6) of the 	
	 Name Act). Please provide the following:

	 A copy of a final court order, showing you have sole custody of your child.

	 A court ordered no contact order; or

	 A court order restraining order; or

	 A letter from the police indicating you would be in danger if you attempted to contact the parent whose consent is required.






IMPORTANT: Statements made in a Statutory Declaration are considered the equivalent of statements made in a Court of 
Law and may provide the basis for action against the applicant if they are proven to be fraudulent.



FINGERPRINTING INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FINGERPRINTING OFFICIALS

The fingerprinting official must do the following to ensure the integrity of the name change process:

1.	 Confirm identity of the applicant and the persons listed in the application who are 18 years of age or older by reviewing primary identification 
(any documents such as birth certificates or certified copies of immigration and citizenship documents required as part of the application) and 
secondary identification (photo identification i.e. driver’s licence, etc.)

2.	 Fingerprint the applicant and persons listed in the application who are 18 years of age or older using C-216C fingerprint form provided in 
the application kit.  Complete the C-216C fingerprint form in its entirety ensuring “LEGAL NAME CHANGE” is noted in the “Reason for 
Application” box and the new name both given and surname are recorded in the “RCMP Identification Use” box on the form. (Note: if the 
provided C-216C form is damaged or destroyed in the fingerprinting process use existing blank C-216C forms; however re-record all the

        pre-printed information found on the C-216C which has been provided in the application kit.)

3.	 Seal the fingerprints in the white envelope provided for this purpose ensuring the new name, old name, address and birth date have been 
correctly recorded on this envelope by the applicant. Stamp the outside of this envelope with your police departments stamp.

4.	 Record the name of the fingerprinting official that obtained the fingerprints on the APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME form Part 1 (b), 
along with their signature and date signed. Hand write in the remaining information or stamp the application form with the fingerprinting 
official’s address stamp.

5.	 Place the application, fingerprint envelope and other accompanying documents, which will include primary identification, and payment for 
name change and criminal record check in the business reply envelope. Stamp your departments/detachments address on this envelope 
as the return address and mail this document to the Vital Statistics Agency. If the applicant is not paying by credit card, they are required 
to submit a certified cheque payable to the Minister of Finance for the $137.00 application fee, $27.00 for each additional child on the 
application, and $25.00 per person fingerprinted age 18 or older which is the Ottawa Criminal Record Check fee. The applicant will also have 
to submit a separate payment to the fingerprinting official.

Once the fingerprints have been taken, under no circumstances is the application, fingerprints or accompanying documents to be returned 
to the applicant. The fingerprinting official must mail the documents directly to the Vital Statistics Agency in the business reply envelope 
provided in the application kit.
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APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE

BRITISH COLUMBIA NAME ACT

If you are changing your own name, or the name of a child age 18 or under, please read the information below.

The package that you will need to present to a fingerprinting official can be obtained from any Vital Statistics Agency office or ServiceBC office. You 
can also request the package be mailed to you by contacting us at HLTH.CNFORMS@gov.bc.ca or by calling our general inquiries telephone line at 
250 952-2681.

In the spring session of the 2002 legislature the Government of British Columbia passed an amendment to the Name Act. (R.S.B.C. 1996 c. 328), 
requiring individuals whose name was to be changed to have their fingerprints taken for the purpose of having a criminal record check conducted. This 
was done to ensure criminal records would be updated in those instances where a person having a criminal record has applied for a change of name. 

The requirement to have fingerprints taken applies where any person whose name is to be changed is aged 18 or over. This includes applicants age 
19 and over and any minor children age 18 included in an application.

of the application, take to their local fingerprinting official all documents specified above.

In order to meet the requirements of the Act the applicant must;

	 Complete the application form, the relevant portions of the C-216-C, and fingerprint envelope as per the instructions provided;
	 Gather all documents related to the persons whose names are being changed as required by the Act (also as per the instructions provided 

in the change of name kit);
	 Make the Statutory Declaration included in the application, witnessed by a lawyer, notary public or Commissioner for Taking Affidavits;
	 Provide primary identification when making the Statutory Declaration;
	 Provide for the payment of fees to the Minister of Finance of British Columbia as specified in the application instructions, and;
	 Within 30 days of taking the statutory declaration, accompanied by any other person age 18 or older whose name is to be changed as part

fingerprinting official separate from any fees required by the change of name process. 
If the fingerprinting official requires a payment of a fee for taking fingerprints the applicant will be responsible for paying these fees directly to the   

Once fingerprints have been taken, applicants are not permitted access to any documents associated with the change of name application until 
processing is completed by the Vital Statistics Agency and the Criminal Identification Unit of the RCMP. Fingerprints will only be used for the purpose 
required by the Act and confirmation of criminal record check forms will be returned to the applicant directly from the Criminal Identification Unit 
of the RCMP.

The Instructions below must be presented to your local fingerprinting official once you have completed, signed, and obtained the signature 
of a valid witness on the Change of Name Application.



PAYMENT DETAILS

FEES

$137.00  Name Change Fee
$  25.00  Criminal Record Check Fee
$162.00  TOTAL FEES

APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE

BRITISH COLUMBIA NAME ACT
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PAYMENT METHOD 

Credit Card 

Visa

MasterCard

American Express

Credit Card number:

Expiry date:

Card Holder Signature:

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED OR AUTHORIZED FOR PAYMENT $

 Adult (greater than or equal to 19 years of age) without dependent child (18 years or younger)

$137.00  Name Change Fee
$  27.00  For Each Child
$  25.00  Criminal Record Check Fee for Each Adult & Child 18 years or older

Adult (greater than or equal to 19 years of age) with dependent child (18 years or younger)

For Child Only

$137.00  Name Change Fee for first or only child
$  27.00  For each additional child
$  25.00  Criminal Record Check Fee for Each Child of 18 years



For Birth or Marriage Search

$  27.00  If event occurred in BC (if original certificate not enclosed)


Certified Cheque (Postdated cheques or personal cheques are not accepted)







Card Holder Name as shown on Credit Card:

Money Order 
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